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Lifestyle choices are not enough
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The bigger issue is that focusing 

on individual choices around air 

travel and beef consumption 

heightens the risk of losing sight 

of the gorilla in the room: 

civilization’s reliance on fossil fuels 

for energy and transport overall, 

which accounts for roughly two-

thirds of global carbon emissions.

Michael E. Mann

Climatologist, Geophysicist

Source: “Lifestyle Changes Aren’t Enough to Save the Planet. Here’s What Could”, by Michael E. Mann, Time, September 12, 2019 

https://time.com/5669071/lifestyle-changes-climate-change/?fbclid=IwAR2w6wOjA5SeTyFeuggEyMbH7s0gczXIHVSWSg_ttzQzBQNC8aDxS4NDcZU


Produce viable, replicable plans for individual towns to transition to 100% 

renewable energy by 2050. Key steps include:

Project Vision and Steps Towards 100%
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Take

Stock

• Benchmark current energy use for entire town

• Electricity, heating/cooling, transportation

Reduce

• Investments in efficiency and conservation

• Electrification of heating, cooling and transport

Siting

Survey

• Granular analysis of potential for renewables (solar PV)

• Sensitivity to preserving town’s character and farmlands

Rethink 
Grid

• Design of local microgrid(s) with generation & storage

• Engage with utilities to test “utility of the future”

City 
Action

• Thermalize Campaigns, RF100, Solar for All, Electric Buses

• EV Adoption

If towns and cities create a path to a 100% renewable 

energy, we will form a grassroots movement for change. 
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You can help to transition your town to 

100% renewable energy

Benchmark current usage ➔ Reduce ➔Then Produce
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The Transition to 100% Renewables

Over time, efficiency and renewable energy replace non-renewables.
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First, we reduce energy usage through 

efficiency and strategic electrification

 Strict building standards, 
including “stretch codes” 
on new construction.

 Promotion of energy 
audits, weatherization, 
retrofits.

 Adoption of renewable 
thermal technology (i.e., 
heat pumps) for heating 
and cooling.

 Adoption of electric 
vehicles.

 Energy-efficient appliances 
and devices.
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• Roofs

• Parking Lots

• Rights of Way

• Brownfields

• Highways

• Enhanced Agriculture

• Others?

Then we generate what we need through a 

mix of local renewables and a clean grid.



We need to re-think the electric grid

 Current grid was designed 

for large, centralized power 

plants sending electricity in 

one direction to consumers

 Future grid must handle:

◦ Distributed generation

◦ Multi-directional flows

◦ Intermittency of renewables

◦ Storage

◦ Demand response

◦ Resiliency & security
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We are working collaboratively with Eversource and the non-profit Clean 

Coalition to develop a Community Microgrid pilot project.

Current Grid Design

Future Grid Design
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We are working collaboratively with Eversource and the non-profit Clean 

Coalition to develop a Community Microgrid pilot project.



The PACE 100PercentCT Plan is being 

implemented by ~ 20 towns
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100PercentCT Guidebook is a new, open-source 

way to access and share tools and resources
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https://pacecleanenergy.org/100-percent-ct/

https://pacecleanenergy.org/100-percent-ct/


We have prepared an off-the shelf energy 

plan template use in your town
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https://pacecleanenergy.org/energy-plan

https://pacecleanenergy.org/energy-plan


Why local?
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• We know and are known by our leaders in government and civic 

organizations.

• We can advocate for and implement specific, tangible projects 

and programs.

• We can act now in the face of slow (or no) leadership at state 

and national level.

• There are countless examples and tools from across the country 

to learn from.

Never doubt that a small 

group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can 

change the world; indeed, it's 

the only thing that ever has.

Margaret Mead

Cultural Anthopologist



Peoples Action for Clean Energy
 PACE is a public health and environmental organization formed in 1973 by a 

group of concerned Connecticut citizens to:
◦ promote the development of alternative, renewable sources of energy,
◦ encourage the efficient use of energy
◦ develop a spirit of conservation among Connecticut residents
◦ challenge Connecticut's commitment to nuclear power and nuclear weapons

 Through its house tours, publications, radiation monitoring and recognition of 
environmental leaders, PACE has educated countless members of the public on 
energy issues. PACE is the largest all volunteer organization in the state engaged 
with these issues.

 Learn more about PACE’s 100PercentCT Project at:  
https://pacecleanenergy.org/100-percent-ct/

 Sign up for our weekly newsletter of clean energy news & events at:
https://pacecleanenergy.org/connect/

 Subscribe to the PACE Clean Energy calendar at:
https://pacecleanenergy.org/calendar/

 Contact us at:
Mark Scully       mwscully29@gmail.com
Bernie Pelletier Bernard.Pelletier@comcast.net

https://pacecleanenergy.org/100-percent-ct/
https://pacecleanenergy.org/connect/
https://pacecleanenergy.org/calendar/
mailto:mwscully29@gmail.com
mailto:Bernard.Pelletier@icloud.com

